


The Initial Code





Lesson 1 – Word Building
‘I’m going to build the word sat ‘I’m going to say the word sat very 

slowly. Listen carefully to hear the sounds that make up the word 

sat.

What is the first sound that you hear in the word sat ? Listen to 

what you hear when my finger is under this line (sssaaattt).

Yes, you can hear s. Everyone say that sound.

Can you tell me which of these is the way we write … ?

Repeat the next two sounds.

Now let’s say the sounds and read the word.

Now I’m going to write the whole word. Tell me all the sounds I 

need to write the word sat  s –a - t

Now let’s say the sounds and read the word.

Now everyone write the whole word sat. Say the sounds as you 

write them.

Say the sounds, read the word.



Lesson 2 – Symbol Search

“Listen carefully as I say the sound /d/. Everyone say the 
sound with me.

“On this sheet there is a /d/. Try to find it. Now write over 
it. While you write it say the sound aloud.”
(This will also provide opportunity to model correct letter 
formation, even though this is not a handwriting 
programme.)

For more challenge…

”Listen carefully find the first sound in dog. The last sound 
in puff, the middle sound in pit.”



Lesson 3 – Sound swap 

We’re going to play a Sound Swap game. 

Say the sounds with me as I put these spellings on the board.

E.g. m –a - t Say the sounds and read the word 

Now, we’re going to change this word ‘mat’ into sat.

What do we need to change?

Possible prompts:

What sounds do we need to take out?

What sound do we need to put in?

Now, let’s say the sounds and read the word.

From Unit 8 onwards this can also be played with nonsense words.



Lesson 4 – Reading

“I’m going to show you a word. I’d like you to whisper the sounds very 
quietly to yourself, listen for the word and keep it in your head.”
Allow some time for thinking, then ask a child to read the word.  Then, 
everyone reads the word together.

“lets’ say the sound (point to individual sounds) and 
read the word (sliding your finger along under the 
word). v-e-t    vet

“Let’s write the whole word vet.

Saying the sounds as we write them. v-e-t

Everyone then re-reads the word.



Lesson 4 (a) – Dictation

“I’m going to read the sentence one word at a time. I’d like you to write 
each word, saying the sounds as you write them.

The big fat pig sat in the red mud.

Encourage them to read what they have written two or three times 
for fluency.



The Extended 
Code



The Extended Code

Prior to starting the extended code, pupils should be able to blend, segment and 
manipulate sounds and spellings.  They also will know that sounds are represented by 

letters, sometimes by 2 letters, eg sh, ch, th, ng, ff.

In the Extended Code they will learn that sounds can also be represented by 3 or 4 
letters, such as ‘igh’ and ‘augh’.  The 2 most important aspects of the extended code are 

- One sound can have different spellings and

- One spelling can have different sounds  

Just like in the Initial Code there are different lessons to learn and practise these 
sounds and spellings.

Let’s have a look at a few examples:



Lesson 6 – One sound, different 
spellings

Build words with different spellings, eg /ae/
Build the word using its sounds like in the initial code, however, this time 2 letters make one sound.  
Sound spell the word ‘play’, p-l-ay

Repeat for a word with a different spelling for the same sound, eg rain and great.  For the split spelling, 
also known as split digraph, we initial show the children this old spelling ‘gaet’.  Point at the ‘ae’ and say 
‘This is /ae/ here. A long time ago this word used to be spelled in this way, but someone decided that it 
would be better to have this letter (point to ‘e’) moved to the end.’

A child is then asked to actually cut these 2 letters and place them into the correct position in the word.

The different spellings for the sound are practised by using different words.

Some sounds will be introduced with perhaps 4 different spellings but later on be revisited by adding 
additional spellings.  In the case of /ae/ this will be in Unit 27.

Example: /ae/ first spellings ay, ai, ea, a-e (Unit 1)

additional spellings a (Amy), ei (veil), ey (obey) and eigh (sleigh) (Unit 27)



Lesson 7-9 - One sound, different spellings

In addition, there are other lessons for practising sounds. 

- Ask child to read the word with the target sound, identify the spelling 
for the sound and create columns for different spellings

- Ask children to write a silly sentence with the target words

- Play ‘Seek the Sound’ where children read a text and find all the 
words with the target sound, then write them into 2 columns, one 
column with the word, the other column with the spelling of the 
target sound (see next slide)





Lesson 10 – One spelling, different sounds

In Unit 4 of the extended code children will have learned different 
spellings for /oe/, such as o, oa, ow, oe, o-e.

In Unit 5 they will learn that sometimes we use the same spelling, but it 
makes a different sound, like Bob and dog, but no and old.

One way to teach and practise this is by writing the target spelling on 
the board and read a word with the sound, eg Bob.  Repeat with 
another word, eg dog, and decide whether it makes the same sound.  
Repeat with no and ask the children what they notice.  Continue and 
create 2 columns for the different sounds of the same spelling.



Polysyllabic words

As children become more proficient in reading and spelling, they also 
will need to learn to spell polysyllabic words.

When teaching polysyllabic words we draw lines for each syllable, not 
for each sound, but we build words in a similar way.

Initially children will be given the amount of syllables but later on they 
will also practise finding the number of syllables by themselves.

Children then should be able to spell longer, polysyllabic words by 
applying their learned strategies.



A free course for parents/carers

We encourage all parents/carers to access the free Sounds-

Write online course so that they are well informed about how 

best to support their children with reading and spelling at 

home. Please visit: https://sounds-write.co.uk/support-for-

parents-and-carers/ for more information. 

If you have any questions about reading and spelling, please 

do not hesitate to speak with your child’s class teacher. 

https://sounds-write.co.uk/support-for-parents-and-carers/


Correct pronunciation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
a8ZMfYjdN-s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8ZMfYjdN-s


Supporting reading
at home

https://www.tts-group.co.uk/on/demandware.static/-/Sites-TTSGroupE-commerceMaster/default/dw458bcddb/images/hi-res/1004773_01_SD08278_large1a.jpg



