Collecting data - which letters are most used?    Name:                            .
Which letter do you think is used most often in the English language?                      .

Which letter do you think is the second most often used?                  .                  

Which letter do you think is used least often?                      .

Take any book and use the table below to make a tally of how many times each letter of the alphabet appears. Keep counting until one letter reaches 30, then enter in all the totals.

	Letter
	Tally
	Total

	A
	
	

	B
	
	

	C
	
	

	D
	
	

	E
	
	

	F
	
	

	G
	
	

	H
	
	

	I
	
	

	J
	
	

	K
	
	

	L
	
	

	M
	
	

	N
	
	

	O
	
	

	P
	
	

	Q
	
	

	R
	
	

	S
	
	

	T
	
	

	U
	
	

	V
	
	

	W
	
	

	X
	
	

	Y
	
	

	Z
	
	


Which letter was used most often?                      .

Which letter was the second most often used?                  .                  

Which letter was used least often?                      .

Now show the results of the 10 most commonly used letters on a graph, in order, with the most commonly used letter to the left. Next to the graph, write down which of the results surprised you most.

